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Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

Statistics Division (UNSD)
Two United Nations Plaza, DC2-1542 New York, NY 1@0Telephone: (212) 963-5980; Fax: (917) 367-5Hail:
jansenl@un.org

REFERENCE Stat 242/2(5) 2 February 2012

Dear Mr. xx,
Re: Request for 2011 Annual and 2012 Monthly Trad®ata

The United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) maints a detailed merchandise trade
statistics database as mandated by the Unitediéaitatistical Commission (UNSC). This
database (called UN Comtrade) contains annual ttatde(imports and exports) by reporting
country or area, commodity and partner countrypfiost countries of the world. These data are
regularly used by the UN member states, variousotfjdnizations, and other international
agencies for economic and policy analysis includéaptification of market access opportunities.

UN Comtrade is available on the UNSD Web diti#(//comtrade.un.orgBasic access
to UN Comtrade is free. Offices of data provide®s given premium access free-of-chatge
The annual editions of tHaternational Trade Statistics Yearbook prepared on the basis of UN
Comtrade are also regularly sent free-of-chargeatdn national statistical office or other national
office providing the trade data.

Users of trade data are urging UNSD to systenigtiopdate UN Comtrade and to
improve its coverage and timeliness. In this cotiorave are requesting your office to forward
to us the 2011 annual and the 2012 monthly datarfports and exports of your country by
commodity and partner countries, including anysievis, as soon as it becomes availabEhe
data should be at the most detailed level of thi@mal commodity and partner country
classifications compiled following the recommendas of the UNSC to the largest extent
possible. The UNSC recommendations are publishéatémational Merchandise Trade
Satistics: Concepts and Definitions 2010 (IMTS 2010), which is freely available on the UNSD
Website®. Please find the details of this data requetiténAnnexes 2 and 3 to this letter.

Mr. XXXXX
XXXXXXXXX,
XXXXXXXXKXXXKXX

! please contact us for your User ID and Passwammhifrade@un.olg
2 For further details on the collection of detailednthly data please see Annex 1.
3 Seehttp://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/EG-IMTS/EG-IMTS%20%20announcement.hifpre-edited version).




We would like to receive the provisional 2011 amlmand 2012 monthly data as soon as
they are available, as well as any subsequentioegisind final data when these are ready. We
prefer to receive the data electronically, eitteeeanail attachment (please send to
comtrade@un.odgper FTP (please contamdmtrade@un.orfpr details) or on CD-ROM. You
may use the facilities of the UNDP office in yowuatry to send the data to our office in New
York.

Moreover, in order to improve the accuracy of database, we kindly ask you to send
us:
() atable with thefficial annual totals of imports (CIF) and exports (FOB) of
your country for the years 2000 to 2011, and tispeetive monthly totals for
2012,

(i)  confirmation of the following metadataon file for your country:
a. trade system: General
b. statistical value of imports: CIF
c. statistical value of exports: FOB
d. partner country for imports: Origin
e. partner country for exports: Last Known Destination

(i) the reference tgour country’s publication and website where such totals and
metadata are normally made available.

If your office is not responsible for publicatiohthe official country totals of the
external trade, please let us know whom to comachis matter.

The received data will be processed at the mdatlelé level available. The processing
includes, whenever necessary and possible, trenioly conversions: (a) commodity codes to
codes used in the Harmonized Commodity Descrigimh Coding System (HS) and in the
Standard International Trade Classification (SIT@),country codes to UN 3-digit standard
codes, (c) values expressed in terms of natiomadeay to values in US dollars, (d) reported
guantities to quantities in terms of net weight atahdard quantity units recommended by the
World Customs Organization. The processing mayiteicertain adjustments to achieve a better
compliance with UNSC recommendations. The proceasedal 6-digit HS data are aggregated
to all higher levels of HS, converted to SITC added to UN Comtrade The processed data at
all levels of the provided commodity/partner breakd are made available to all UN agencies
and other international organizations working ie tield of international trade statistics, if so
requested for specific purposes, unless a courgagrees.

Your cooperation in providing the requested datgréatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Ronald Jansen
Chief, Trade Statistics Branch
United Nations Statistics Division

* Available at: http://comtrade.un.org/db/mr/daExpdltRepYear.aspx.
®The monthly data will be made available, for tineetbeing, in a simplified format in only the ongi classification
and only including net weight.



Annex 1: Collection of detailed monthly data

In May 2010 UNSD requested countries to (i) makailable to UNSD for testing purposes the
detailed (6-digit level of HS) monthly and quaryetiade statistics for the first three months of
2010 and (ii) supply such statistics on a reguéaidbeginning with data for January 2011. A

very large number of countries responded positit@lfis request and provided their data for

testing purposes.

Based on the data received, UNSD has completedettedopment of a processing and
dissemination system (beta version) for monthlgrimational merchandise trade statistics which
will be released to the public for further testsigprtly.

Numerous countries are providing their monthly ddtaady on a regular basis and other
countries are requested to submit their monthlg datregular basis as well.



Annex 2: Requirements for data transmission:

Supply of detailed Commodity by Partner trade data

Part |. Required data fields plus associated m&ddormation to accompany the data files

Field Name Recommended Field Content

Reference Year Gregorian calendar (January thr@egiember) —in YYYY
format (e.g., 2010, 2011)

Period Annual or monthly period identification (g.8101, M02,...,
A00)

Trade Flow “Imports”, "Re-imports”, “Exports” andRe-exports”

Commodity Code According to the Harmonized System (HS) at the rdesailed

commodity level available (6-digit HS)

Partner country or area In national nomenclatwantry of origin (for imports) and
country of last known destination (for exports)

Value Monetary value (in national currency or USats); CIF for
imports and FOB for exports

Net weight Physical quantity (in kilograms)

Supplementary Quantity Physical quantity (in th€E@/recommended standard units o
guantity)

Supplementary Quantity Unit Description of unitsgofantity employed for supplementary

guantity data (e.g., “Number of items”)
New data fields following the adoption of IMTS 201(include if already available}

Second partner country or area In national nomé&me&acountry of consignment for imports
and country of consignment (destination) for export

Second value for imports Monetary value (in natiaarency or US dollars); FOB for
imports

Mode of transport The means of transport used vgoes enter or leave the

economic territory (in the encouraged nomenclapuosided in
IMTS 2010, para. 7.2 or national nomenclature)
Custom procedure code (or applicabl€ode of the customs procedure applied to indivithagaisactions
transaction code) by customs; any applied procedure or transactide dfocustoms
procedure codes are not available or if additiaodes are used

If any of the recommendations cannot be met, pleabmit that information as well as any other
metadata with the data files. Specifically:

)] CoverageExcept for the inclusions and exclusions asdistd nternational
Merchandise Trade Satistics: Concepts and Definitions 2010° (IMTS 2010), do you
include or exclude other categories of goods?e#f please list.

(i) Trade systemThe General trade system is recommended foloalst if you apply
the Special trade system, please indicate whidetfiaws are excluded.

(iii) Commodity ClassificationPlease indicate the edition of the HS commaodity
classification used to report the data (e.g., “HE2®@r “HS2012"). Please provide
descriptions of codes, which are not based on Bisystem.

(iv) Valuation If valuation is other than CIF (imports) and FQEports and imports),
please specify.

(v) Quantity Measurementse of the WCO standard units of quantity is receended.
If these units are not used, please describe ws@mhal units, indicate them in the
Supplementary Quantity Unit field and provide cagien factors to the
recommended WCO standard units of quantity.




(vi) Partner CountryCountry of origin (for imports) and country oktaknown
destination (for exports) are recommended. In agdditountries are
recommended/encouraged to provide the countrymdigament for imports and for
exports as second partner country. If other dédimét of partner country are used,
please describe. Please provide the name of thattonal nomenclature for
country and area codes (e.g., “3-alpha-1ISO”) usqutavide the full list of the
national nomenclature used.

(vii)  Mode of transportCountries are recommended to clearly indicateddfaition and
contents of the categories used.

(vii)  Customs procedure cad@ountries should provide in their metadata the
nomenclature and description of the procedure cagdpked by customs and the
nomenclature and description of any additional @doce or transaction codes.

(ix) Confidentiality If confidentiality is used, please provide infation about the
special commaodity and partner country codes useth&t purpose. It is
recommended that any information deemed confide(stigppressed) be reported in
full detail at the next higher level of commoditygregation that adequately protects
confidentiality.

x) Currency unit Description of currency unit (e.g., “National cemcy”, “US dollars”,
or the corresponding ISO 4217 currency code)

Part Il. Required metadata

All data transmissions should be accompanied wighfollowing metadata elements and
information:

(1) Official or preliminary import and export totalsrfeach period where data are
provided,;

(i) Sufficiently clear field names in the data file;

(iii) For each abbreviation used, a full descriptiort®feaning;

(iv) Sufficient indication of quantity units and weidirt particular if not provided in
kilograms of net weight), currencies, and scaligidrs (thousands, millions, etc.)
used.

(v) Type of file format chosen, as well as the totahber of records included in the data
set.

Part Ill. Requested data structure and format

Our preferred file formats are flat files, for iaste comma-separated value (CSV) files, or
database files such as Access, dBase, or Stateedplest to send complete trade records (see
Part |. above) and to avoid splitting them acreserl lines/ rows. Please do not sent data
structured in many tables or sub-tables. Also,qdesvoid the use of Word files or PDF files.

Countries are encouraged to contact usdattrade @un.odgegarding the structure, format and
mode of transmission of the monthly data so thargements for regular transmission can be
established.

#The UNSC approved the new recommendations in 26d@0fficial Records of the Economic and Social
Council, 2010, Supplement No. 4 (E/2010/24), chap. |, sect. B, decision 41/103).

® An electronic copy of this UN publication (pre-editversion) is available at:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/EG-IMTS/EG-IMTS%20%20announcement.htm




Annex 3: Changes in country nomenclature

Please see below the following changes regardirtggracountry coding.

1) Netherlands AntillesThe federation of the Netherlands Antilles wasrfally dissolved on 10
October 2010. The former Dutch Caribbean dependesaged to exist with a change of the five
islands' constitutional status. Under the new jalitstructure, Curacao and Sint Maarten (Dutch
part) have become autonomous countries within ihgdom of the Netherlands, joining Aruba,
which gained the status in 1986 (see http://unstatsrg/unsd/methods/m49/m49chang.htm).

For purposes of Comtrade data processing and disatom, both with annual and monthly
frequency, the use of code 530 (Netherlands Arjilell end in 2010. Starting with the 2011
data, the following codes will be used instead:

531 - Curagao

534 - Sint Maarten (Dutch part)

535 - Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and Saba

2) SudanOn 9 July 2011 South Sudan became an indepefdatet and a Member of the United
Nations on 14 July 2011 (see http://unstats.uruosg/methods/m49/m49alpha.htm).

For purposes of Comtrade data processing and disatom, both with annual and monthly
frequency, the use of code 736 (Sudan, now 729ewil in 2011. Starting with the 2012 data,
the following codes will be used instead:

728 - South Sudan

729 - Sudan

Countries are requested to incorporate those ckangdbeir recording of partner information in
due time, preferably maintaining consistency obrdmg on calendar year basis.



